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Scction B

A few lengths
from Churchill
Downs

LAFAYETTE, Lm — I'bet $2 to show
on the horse [t's Me Margaret in the
sixth race at Evangeline Downs.

It was a cool night, the crowd was
light, and a giant thunderhead in the
distance dominated the sky like the

painted backdrop on an old movie set.
You could hear the frogs from two ponds
in the infield, and the high shrieks of
barefoot, children let loose to run wild.

This is no fancy Kentucky Derby
crowd, understand, where the women all
wear their Easter bonnets and
everybody stands to sing and sway

ially to “My Old K k

Home.”

I was at the Derby. Once. My father
finagled box seats,
and my unlikely
family sat with the
swells right down
next to the track.
Willie Shoemaker's
dirt flew right into -
our box, I swear.

1remember the
‘hundreds of potted
petunias on the
nianicured grounds,
and truckloads of
other flowers freshly
screwed into
perfect black dirt.
We were all
drinking juleps, just as if we did it every
day of our lives. Everyone — except for
the hippies in the infield — pretended to

be rich.

That was way back in the 1970s. I'll
never forget it, though I'll probably
never gge banki Anwn}g{l the tlm;gni;m
remember is losing. I lost my
bet on a horse named Media

Evangeline Downs, understand is
nothing like that. It isn't even as fam:y
as the horse track at Hot Springs, Ark.,
where a few years ago, by chance, I saw
the races on opening day. The Hot
Springs pageantry was several notches
down from the scene at Louisville, of
dnngm' but still ::f v;::g: pretty, regal

the sport
‘This is nothing like Hot Springs,
either. In 4 way, this is better.

The recent night I was at Evangeline
Downs, it was strictly a bl it
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Williams, second from
Fay hite, Jimmy Woodrutf, Wil

ht, delivers the punchline to a story during a regular meeting of the Krystal Club. From !en the men are Millard Weaver, James Clinkscales,
s and P.J. Dquso. in camoutiage cap.

The Club 1s 1n session

crowd, all of us there against our better
judgment, on a weeknight. We were
‘mostly low-rollers who paid $1
admission, there for a quick supper of
hot dogs and draf beer.

The announcer was so low-key you
could hardly keep track. But I stood at
the fence beside the finish line, and the
funky crowd’s enthusiasm made the
races exciting. I placed a bet on It's Me
Margaret for the sixth.

They were off.

1t's Me Margaret ran third. My horse
had shown, and 1 had won. I was a little
canfused about what to do next. The few
times I've been to a horse track, I've
used the same system, which always
results in losing.

1 bet on the most interesting names.
That's my system. That and losing.

I'm convinced that judging a book by
its cover is as good a system as a once-a-
decade gambiler can devise.

1 tell myself that any animal owner
with the imagination to pick a good

name should also be smart enough to
buy a fast horse.

Docsn't follow. Anointing a pony with
a davilishly clever name is one talent;
raising or buying a winner, another.
Apparently.

There are all kinds of scientific
systems. | have a friend who picks a
gray horse whenever she bets. She had
luck once with that color.

1 love the anonymity of betting on a
horse. Nobody else jnows but what
you've got the talent, the know-how, the
luck. Everybody else looks like he knows
what he’s doing, so maybe [ do, too.

Once 1 walked down to the paddocks
and pretended to be studying
confirmation — or whatever it is you're
suppuosed Lo study. But one of the horses
got frightened, reared in a stall, hurt its
leg. That horse was a scratch, and 1
didn't want to ramble back stage
anymore.

T quickly went back to my name
game. Kant Dance, Rusty Scupper, To
Jive To Walk, Conway Kitty and Duck
Deal were all losers, I hadn't won a
penny betting names.

Then, in the sixth race with a seven-
h'ﬁ‘rsg field, Its Me Margaret came in

rd

Clarence Cash claims to be the anly Republican in the group of
men who meet regularly at the Krystal on Magnolia Avenue.

News-Sentinel ;;hotos
by Michael Patrick

By Jeannine F. Hunter
News-Seniinel slaf writer

‘Two dollars and 15 cents.

‘Two dollars and 15 cents.

Between 5 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. most
mornings, cashiers at the Magnolia Avenue
Krystal restaurant constantly key in the cost of

analysis of political happenings to Viagra.
Hence they are toned down deon(hna‘upun the
numberol' minors and women in the dining ~ ~

Didn‘t read the day’s paper? Engage ina
conversation with any one of the men, and walk
away with info the loml media didn't catch.

*“They cheer you up,” said 36-year-old Robert

a country breakfast with senior citizen’s Minor, assistant director of the East Knoxville
discount plus free coffee to a group of men. 1 . “T hope when I get that age,
Each morning - excluding Sundays ~ the Pm that lively.... You got to have morning
East Knoxville restaurant is breakfast every day to get
home to a club where your motor running, but
membership dues and 1 W Lhey boost it up even
initiation are not required. ‘ H ‘| mo
The club, i na 1f patrons are not in
called the Krystal Club or A much of a hunry, they will
the Breakfust Club, consista Bty find conversations with
mostly of older black men. ' the men reflect their
Many are retired educators, knowledge of Knoxvilles
law enforcers, clergy and past and present,
entrepreneurs. Others may . particularly its black
not have attended college = communities. They
but were trained in the frequently invoke the
school cfherd kmnocks. names of former student.
church, they mt athletes such as the
in unufﬂcml assigned seal McKenzie bmthers and
Younger members who 5“" Ira Yarbrough checks the obituaries  J«J. McCleskey, Thsy
work tend to eat earlier In the morning paper, “If | alnl in here, Il reminisce about raz
and leave as the retirees ve businesses where Lhe 0Old
- have to go work,” he]
arrive. KAT buses running City stan lay
intermittently carry some colorful community
members. Ot{ers arrive in sedans, minivans stalwarts. They speak with pride about seeing
and luxury cars. former Baby Road Runners grow into positive
Loud- 'alk.\ng yuuﬂ:s lower their tones upon adults.
crossing the restaurant’s threshold and spying “Have I learned anything from them?
the men. Knowledge,” Minor said. “My dad passed away
Women recewe gmenngs and tips from their  in ‘97, and they're like fathers to me. Me and
hat-clad and hat my father came in quite often. They give me
[.ateamvalstothegaﬂwnnggslmouﬂ'lﬁlls ice. They've experienced some st
ofgﬂ‘ogu natured put-downs. probably won't ever go through. They teach a
gh not vulgar, the conversations can whnlc lot. Yeah, Lhefre laid buck and relaxed,

cause eyebrows to rise since. they range from

James
Cl Jokes

d my $1.20 in
and headed to the truck, feeling virtuous
about leaving on a streak. Nothing
compulsive about that.

1 I had stuck around — and there
wasn't a chance — [ might huve
wagered a few bucks on Nap for
Syv.mnum {n the 10th. Just to perfoct the

with Lynn Maples
as she leaves the
Krystal on
Magnolia Avenue.
Clinkscales and
Millard Weaver,
loft, don't let
Aanyone leave

but they ‘earned that because of what they
experienced.”

‘The Rev. Larry Brinson, 48, associae pastor
of nearby Edgewood Chapel AME Zion Church,
recalls as a child people gather at the
Krystal before it was renovated, when a person
could buy 10 hamburgers for a buck.
dmpendmg upon who one s&elakz. to, you're told

ring years as to when is group started

Members, who refer to each other as.
“brother,” include but are not limited to 93-
year-old Herb Miller; former Austin High
School director Cleophas Fulton;
“associate member” Thomas Strickland Sr.;
Tony Williams; Richard “Moon” Mullins; Willie
Blake; Tom Hairston; Melvin Arnett; 70-year-
old George “Mike” 'l‘aw 71-year-old Millard
‘Weaver, James Chnksca]eg tall and mild-
mannered Harvey Goolsby. Lafuyetw “Buddy”
Watson, Leonard “Lucky” Muhammad;
Vandm;lr “Pee “:e L}l‘ﬁ, Ba-g&nr-dlsrg‘my

Woodrufl} {lirtatious chockor|
old P.J. DuBus«. and Sb-year-g mt'f yoar:
Knoxville Police Department Capt. James
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e Precipitation
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Flloudounhw 8126  0122-8128  haveie G w1 n larscesia are u Mon S e Riese T S Evaen
Morristown. . 67 44 . A, requiarly an Weatherilned, ory
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845ish ok, .Ve. BUBAG .. -.J0S8C  Zaevile Bwiseh  iddah
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strive for are community contacts.

in the community’

She burst out laughing.

... With the example of the break- Eight-year employee and shift Emest “Ernie” McGhee, retired
fast club, some restaurants ma; leader Traci Russell joked that from S.E. Service in Knoxville,
run them off but we thrive on that.  some days “I wish they'd go to said, “The camaraderie and the
We want to be the hometown Hardee's. Really, many are kind. A frau.rnlzmg and the fellowship are
restaurant on every corner.” few can be a handful. But like really nice. There are not that

fers, who memorize the ily, you take it all in.” many places in existence where
men's food selections, say their How often are they in the store? thuSomeofthemensud
pmuememmug}muttheday adds “They hate it when we close the xtshk»uretma
to their ull\.‘n]:li( fan, m days of the year Eahm‘dmfls

e it They really Thanksgi " she sai i ached
do,” cook Ivan Mr.Mahan believe they here when Perre m - s
"Cashier Christina they bu.lldm
_added, “People talk abouc thisdub

I 7 PT. VACUUM TUNEUP SPECIAL | |

HURRY, lelted ﬁme'
Oreck XL features:

Waeighs just 8 bs.
* Picks up pollen, pet hair, dust, even dust
mites in one pass

BOTH VAGUUMS'

onLy 2999

Upright & Cannistor
Combination

ORECI  vacuums or voxviie

Mon. - Sat: 10-6

Franklin Square

R rendmnt for sending out condo- ages and grew up in different
1 lence cards, even before people die, hm% in Knoxville ... a whale lot of
. u joked a few members duringa uabeenmtheAm);le&heand
e Fecent weekday morning. did different jobs.”
Continued from page B1 “No offense but Kincaid, when
R you come mkgs&re, 1 get alitle
one

“Everybody we know.is here,” “"‘Y“o"u“:geig e o o older Food, folks and fellowship
Tate said. “Wed rather come here  members for guidance, whether its
and eat than to cook at home.” help drafting a business plan, Eating, greeting and meeting at

One member politely refused consoling words or fodder for Krystal is not limiled to the East
having his name published Sunday sermons. Knoxville bunch.
because he did not want to rock “Every morning when [ see There are 20 company restau-
the boat with his wife, He said she (Rucker), I let rants in the
was skeptical about what the club know how T3 Knoxville area
really did. lad 1 am to see These are the same and many have
Others in nearby tables " said Brin- . breakfast clubs,
suggeshbwd that this star{h\;ould be  son,“These are men who have experi- including bfle one
an alibi, a way to prove that me of the on Strawberry
men were not running around or ;Oendemen 1 enced so much that | Plains Pike,
doing anything off~color. grew up know- can learmn from. If | Maynardville
After a few men joked that he ing, my family ° . ” Highway and the
was henpecked, another man, and many fami-  eed advice, I'll come Ridge Turn-
dJumes Clinkscales, a deacon at lies knew. ... h T K t ike. Knoxville
Ebenezer Baptist C}gurrh brought are the ere. hey speak to &ahygorhav;%
down, when he same men who 7 Asl n
“He's not henpecked; he's been have experienced everyone. known to meet
ed by the right hen!” 80 much that [ ~ The Rev. Lurry Brinson  constituents at
Clinkscules later noted that he's  can laarn from. If thg an
known many of the gentlemen for [ need advice, [l the strip near
40 50 years so they are like broth- * come here. They speak to every- thaUmvemty of Tennessee
one. No st; r comes in here.*

o Whn T eeling bad, theyl ra man hos nor hooa pere” e Bast Knoxville club s an
au‘rkta Lalkx[nglund lnughmg and from in & couple of days, others wph ofa losul customer base,
muke me feel bef to question his unn, the

e ey It o Sy
reti e first thing he said he Oﬁm.mmberueoua:tmn ator for the e, Tri-
was mgtndowa-gutnnyml mngemwxduwummeypumﬁn:yu Cities and Lexington, Ky., marketa.
en Brother Frank Kincaid floral arrangernents for funerals, “We don't try to promote the
B:Eggd into the dining room, folks “There i8 4 lot of wisdom here”  company like b‘ boys who use
to see if he was carrying Watson said. “We're all different movie tie-ins and hnw the big toy
anything. The amicable man has a accounts, ” Dunn said. we

Methodist Medical Center’s community program
will address osteoporosis awareness, education

Methodist Medical Center will have a community  of Methodist Physical Therap;
education program on osteoparosis from 7 a.m. to 2 The Wellness Place and O.he Oak Ridge Breast.
p.m. Friday, May 25, in recognition of Osteoporosis Center will provide free osteoporosis screeningy using
Awareness Day. the heel dznsnlometer from 8:30 un. t02 p.m.
“Bone Up for Your Future” will feature will
focusing on nutrition, fall prevention, strength exer- served throughout the day. -
The free public event, sponsored by MMC with an

cises and risk factors. Speakérs will include board-
certified endocrinologist Dr. Elaine Bunick; registered  educational grant from Merck Pharmaceutical Ca,
will be in the hospital's main lobby.

dietitian Kandy Pearson of the Wellness Place at
For information, call 481-1811.

Methedist; and physical therapist Jennifer Galloway
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Greck Holdings,

Convicted sex. offendels are. supposed. to report where they live
to law enforcement.

Guess what...

They don't!

Special Report tonight
on the NightBeat at 11.




