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Denver Latinos Offer Plan to Raise Student Scores

Hispanic Law School Applicants Increase 1.2%

By Jeannine F. Hunter
Hispanic law school applicants rose 1.2%
in1993-94fromthe previous year but didnot

School Admission Council. )
Michael Olivas, professor at the University

of Houston and chair of the Law Professor .

keep Commit-.
pace “tee of the
with the Hispanic
increase National
amongd m2>mmo
other ciation,
non- said the
white low hum-
groups, ber ) of
reported Mexican
the Law Ameri-
Schoo cans was

disturb-

Admis- !
sion Council June 7.

Meanwhile, applications from whites de-
creased 4.4%.

The number of Puerto Ricans applying to
law school decreased by 3.4%even though
more Puerto Ricans than Mexican Ameri-
cans took the LSAT, according to the Law

ing considering they make up 66% of the
country’s Latino population. Puerto Ricans
are 20%. The data include students who
apply to Puerto Rican law schools.
“Part of the problem is that law schools
are not making the distinctions that enable
continued on page 2

By Jeannine F. Hunter

A coalition of Denver education activists
has developed a plan to improve Hispanic
student achievement in the city's public
schools. Itis seeking the city school board’s
endorsement.

The plan calls for seven goals and strate-
gies to improve student performance, in-
cluding in-
creasedin-
teraction
between
teachers,
parents
and com-
munity
leaders
and re-
structuring
school dis-
tricts.

“We realized no one was going to pay

greater strength to unify,” Nita Gonzales,
chairperson of .the Latino Education
Coalition’s steering committee, told Weekly
Report. )

During the 1992-93 school year, 27% of
Hispanic students did not receive satisfac-
tory grades, reported the Denver Public
Schools. . .
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She had also been serving as interim su-

attention to our children and that therewas  perintendent.

' Puerto Rican Law School Applicants Decrease by 3.1%

continued from page 1
them to take immigrant students and not
work harderto recruitindigenous students,”
said Olivas. i

‘Juan Figueroa, president and general

counsel of the Puerto Rican Legal Defense

and Education Fund, noted that the figures

June 20, 1994

were another indicator of the worsening
conditions in the Puerto Rican community.
He urged more efforts such as PRLDEF's
annual law school day for aspiring law
schoolstudents heldinNew YorkCity forthe
last 22 years. “Our educational system is
not getting our kids ready for law school.”
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